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Terms of Reference – Surgical Oncology Nurses SIG

PURPOSE:
To promote the development of the specialty of Surgical Oncology nursing in order to enhance the care of patients and their families requiring surgical intervention for their cancer.

ACCOUNTABILITY:
Chairperson to the Director-at-Large, Internal Relations, CANO

MEMBERSHIP:
Individual must be a "regular" member of CANO.

Must agree to the described responsibilities and functions of the SIG.

Functions:


· Profile surgical oncology nursing as a specialty at the national and international level.

· Initiate projects for the specialty, which will be driven by issues and needs identified by our members. 

· Promote collaboration throughout Canada among surgical oncology nurses in practice, education, research and administration.

· Provide a forum for nurses to exchange innovations, knowledge, and skills related to the specialty of surgical oncology.

· Improve the quality of care for patients and their families experiencing surgical intervention for their cancer.

Communication:

· Designated space in the CANO Connections for SIG information sharing.

· A time and space for meetings will be provided at the Annual Conference.

· Annual update to CANO members (written or verbal) will be provided at the Annual Conference.

· SIG Information can be included in any of the scheduled CANO mailings.

· SIG might eventually think about producing its own newsletter.

· Ongoing communication will occur between the Director-at-Large, Internal Relations and the SIG chairperson.

Responsibilities:

· Advance the mission of CANO.

· Activities and position statements are consistent with CANO policies.

· Identify and meet the needs of the SIG membership.

· Identify issues of the specialty.

· Serve as a resource to the Association.

· Provide leadership and/or identify members who could provide clinical practice and content expertise in the specialty area.

· Submit a written annual report to the Board of Directors.

Benefits of SIG Membership:

· Professional identification through national SIG membership and internationally affiliated Association of Nurses in Oncology.

· Networking with other nurses with similar interests.

· National communication through CANO Connections.

· Specialty related activities.

· Enhanced educational research and proactive projects through SIG peer review and consultation provided by the appropriate CANO standing committee. (e.g. Research committee)

· Identified as a resource person for surgical oncology nursing.

Finances:
· See General Policies and Guidelines for Special Interest Groups - 7.0, Section 10, Policies and Procedures.







