
 
 
 

Oncology Nursing:  
A Career For You! 



Outline 

ÁWhy cancer care is an important 

health care issue 

ÁNeeds of Canadians facing cancer 

ÁThe role of an Oncology Nurse 

ÁHow to get involved with cancer 

nursing 

ÁFrequently asked questions 



Cancer is an important  
health care issue 

üGeneral Statistics: 2008 

Á~ 171,000 new cases of cancer (CA) per year 

Á~ 3300 Canadians will be diagnosed every week 

ÁCA is the leading cause of premature death 

ÁNew cases will increase by 2/3 by 2020 

Á50% of cancers can be prevented or detected 

early through screening and health promotion 

activities 



Cancer is an important health 
care issue 

 

    Nurses play a critical role in providing specialized 

care services for individuals living with cancer, 

through direct care, education, research, and 

leadership  

 

 

 

 



Case Study: Olivia Age 48 
Á48 yr old married mother of 2 young adults 

ÁPast history: Unremarkable 

ÁFamily history: Paternal aunt breast CA 

      Father prostate and colon CA 

ÁPatient noticed lump in left breast through self breast   

examination (SBE) 

ÁMammogram, Ultrasound & Needle Biopsy done 

ÁLumpectomy and Axillary Dissection 

ÁDiagnosed: T2 N1 M0, Grade 2, Receptor +, HER-2 -ve 

ÁTreatment: Adjuvant Chemotherapy and radiation  



hƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

ÁWhat is the likely course of Oliviaôs cancer 

journey?  

 

ÁWhat will her needs be?  

 

ÁWhat role can an oncology nurse play in 

meeting these needs? 

 



hƭƛǾƛŀΩǎ /ŀƴŎŜǊ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

TREATMENT 

FOLLOW-UP AND 

SURVIVORSHIP 



Prediagnosis 

TREATMENT 

FOLLOW-UP AND 

SURVIVORSHIP 



Mammogram 



Diagnostic 

TREATMENT 

FOLLOW-UP AND 

SURVIVORSHIP 





Treatment 

TREATMENT 

FOLLOW-UP AND 

SURVIVORSHIP 



Radiation, Chemotherapy, Surgery 
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Follow-Up and Survivorship 

TREATMENT 

FOLLOW-UP AND 

SURVIVORSHIP 



Survivorship 



Advancing Illness 

PALLIATIVE NEEDS & 

BEREAVEMENT 



Palliative Care 



Areas of Need 

Emotional 

Practical 

Psychological 

Social 

Spiritual 

Physical 

Informational 

INDIVIDUAL 

LIVING WITH 

CANCER 

M. Fitch/CCO Supportive Care Program Committee/2002 



Ways to explore if Oncology 
Nursing is for YOU 

ÁSpeak with an oncology nurse about their 

experiences, challenges, rewards and opportunities 

ÁLook for opportunities in oncology nursing in your 

clinical placements and externships 

ÁThink about doing one of your school 

papers/assignments on an interesting aspect on 

cancer care 

ÁCheck out the CANO/ACIO  website 

 



ÁThe Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology 

  

ÁNational organization with over 1000 members 

that supports nurses to promote and develop 

excellence in oncology nursing practice, 

education, research and leadership 

What is CANO/ACIO?  





Benefits of joining CANO  
ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΧ 

ÁCanadian Oncology Nursing quarterly Journal 

ÁCANO/ACIO Practice Standards & Guidelines 

ÁCANO/ACIO website 

ÁE-Newsletter  

ÁChapter events 

ÁOncology Conferences 

ÁSpecial Interest Groups 

ÁStudent cost is DISCOUNTED 



Frequently asked questions 



A Day in the Life of an Oncology 

Nurseé. 



Is there specialty training for 
oncology nursing? 

1. CNA Certification 

CON(c) 

 

 

  

 



Are there research possibilities? 

Clinical trials nurse 

Primary research opportunities 



What are the challenges  
and rewards 

 

ÁLots of options 

ÁLots of opportunities 

ÁGrowth ïpersonal and professional 

ÁMaking a difference 

ÁLeaders in health care 

ÁNeed for self care 

ÁNeed for support 

ÁNeed for reflection 

 



Can I join CANO/ACIO  
as a Student 

 

Check out our web site: 

www.cano-acio.ca 

 

http://www.cano-acio.ca/
http://www.cano-acio.ca/
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